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“Australian Sauvignon Blanc Trophy” & “Western Australian Red Trophy” awarded to Western Australian winery, Clairault! 

Clairault in Margaret River were already the most successful Western Australian wine brand at the show, winning a total of 10 awards when the initial results were announced in May. Now the only two gold medals awarded to Western Australian wines have turned into two trophies! Clairault now has two trophies, two gold, three silver, four bronze and one commended to bring home for the trophy cabinet! 
Bill Martin, managing director had these comments, “It is a great honour and a phenomenal achievement to receive a trophy for the Best Western Australian Red Wine, let alone a trophy for the best Australian Sauvignon Blanc! It has left me, of Irish origin, almost speechless! I can tell you, it’s not come from the luck of the Irish, rather a lot of hard work, planning and persistence. This sort of recognition elevates Clairault’s well known reputation for super premium wine to another level and also takes the respected Margaret River wine region name along for the ride.” 

AWARDS 

TROPHY 
Clairault Sauvignon Blanc 2007 (Australian Sauvignon Blanc Trophy)  

TROPHY 
Clairault Estate Cabernet Sauvignon 2004 (Western Australian Red Trophy)  

GOLD 
Clairault Sauvignon Blanc 2007 

GOLD 
Clairault Estate Cabernet Sauvignon 2004 

SILVER 
Clairault Estate Cabernet Sauvignon 2005 

SILVER 
Clairault Shiraz 2004 

SILVER 
Clairault Cabernet Sauvignon 2004 

BRONZE 
Clairault Estate Cabernet Merlot 2003 

BRONZE 
Clairault Estate Chardonnay 2006 

BRONZE 
Clairault Cabernet Sauvignon 2005 

BRONZE 
Clairault Semillon Sauvignon Blanc 2007 

COMMENDED 
Clairault Cabernet Merlot 2004 

About the 2008 International Wine Challenge 

Last month 267 wines were awarded gold medals. Today, the pre-eminent arbiter of wine quality the International Wine Challenge announces the 90 wines which, after a further rigorous blind tasting, have been elevated from gold medal to trophy status. Following two weeks of blind tasting to establish the medal rankings, the IWC co-chairmen Tim Atkin MW, Sam Harrop MW, Charles Metcalfe and Derek Smedley MW hosted a separate trophy tasting for their newly appointed panel chairs as well as their senior judges. It was the balance, personality and finesse of these exemplary wines that distinguished them as deserving of an IWC trophy.  A total of 114 trophies were awarded. 
France regained the crown for most trophies which Australia had narrowly snatched from it last year whilst Portugal made it to the third place in the trophy stakes for a third year running. Argentina recorded its best record to date with six trophies, beating Chile’s very respectable five, amongst them the international trophies for Cabernet Franc and Tannat. Trophy winning wines hailed from 16 different countries. The top five were as follows: Trophies by country 2008: France (19), Australia (18), Portugal (12), Italy (10), Spain (8) & Japan (8 for Sake).  “The judges responded to an even wider range of entries than ever before not only with 35 regional trophies, 26 national trophies, 18 international trophies but also by awarding trophies to all the grapes you can think of – and then some, examples being Aglianico, Fiano and Tannat,” explained IWC co-chairman Charles Metcalfe. For the complete list of trophy winning wines visit www.internationalwinechallenge.com 

About Clairault 
Owned by the Martin family since 1999, there have been many improvements and upgrades over the last nine years. In the Vineyard, this has involved the introduction of biological farming, investment into mature vine management and an extension from 30 to 120 acres. The biological farming, sustainable and low intervention approach techniques were introduced into the Estate’s vineyards five years ago is unmistakably enhancing the quality of the fruit. This, along with the outstanding winemaking skills of Will Shields and his team, creates a wine that is truly unique and distinctive to Clairault’s vineyards. Biological farming is a mix of organic and conventional farming techniques which places a strong emphasis on soil biology. These techniques result in high quality crops, while using significantly less herbicide, no insecticides and no synthetic fertilisers. 
In addition, the crushing capacity of the winery has tripled to accommodate the ever growing demand for Clairault’s wine domestically and overseas. The once small café serving light lunches has been transformed into one of the regions most popular Cellar Door restaurants offering an up-market, yet relaxed dining experience to accompany the internationally acclaimed wines. A natural extension to the existing wine tourism experience will be the future development of a European styled five star vineyard spa resort. This is expected to be developed over the next 2 years.
For more information visit www.clairault.com or contact Belinda Hopkins by email marketing@clairaultwines.com.au  or by phone on (08) 9755 6225.  
www.clairaultwines.com.au

